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26th August 2025 
 
Dear James, 
 
RE: REFUSAL TO MEET SOUTH SUFFOLK FARMERS 
I am writing in response to your letter of 18th August where you state that you do not have the 
time to meet with my local farmers. First and foremost, I am incredibly disappointed by this 
response as the farmers have offered to meet you in London at your convenience. Their family 
farms are all affected by the changes to inheritance tax and would really appreciate the 
opportunity to inform you of the wide-ranging impact that tax changes will have on their 
businesses, some of which have been in their families for generations. 
 
Having held the same Ministerial post in Government, I am of course aware that you have other 
issues in your in-tray at any one time, and that you cannot meet everyone on everything. 
However, respectfully, this tax is an existential threat to farming businesses that have been 
handed down from generation to generation - this is not ‘business as usual’ like adjusting a 
duty rate, no matter how significant such a change might appear. We are talking about the 
future of farming and the countryside as we know it, and I’m afraid I don’t believe meeting the 
various groups you have met on this matter, and detailed in your letter, compares to meeting - 
in person, in London, at your convenience - those who face their life’s defining endeavour 
being crushed by a decision emanating from your Department.  
 
The facts would also suggest that the fears of my farmers are coming true. You will hopefully 
be aware that recent ONS figures revealed that farms are closing at the fastest pace on record, 
something which is causing great alarm across the country, but particularly in rural 
constituencies such as mine in South Suffolk. I believe a meeting with my local farmers would 
be incredibly beneficial for you, particularly before the Family Farm Tax comes into force, so 
you can hear directly from those affected. I would strongly urge you to reconsider, and I look 
forward to your response.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
 

 
 

James Cartlidge MP  


