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RE: THE SOUTH SUFFOLK FARN[[N G COMMUNITY

I am writing to you in my capacity as the Member of Parliament for South Suffolk regarding recent policy
changes announced by the Government that are significantly impacting my farming community, and our nation’s
food security.

As you may know, South Suffolk, is a largely rural constituency, playing host to almost 400 agricultural
businesses, with approximately 89% of our land being used for agricultural purposes. The farming community
here has long played a vital role in sustaining our nation’s food security, protecting and enhancing our
countryside, and contributing to the local economy.

Therefore, the Government’s approach to agricultural policy, particularly in relation to the capping of APR, the
removal of BRP and the sudden closure of the SFI — although now reopen to those who had started an application
on 12 January or later - are having a detrimental impact on family farms in my constituency, and across the
country.

From meeting with local farmers over the years, I know that many have previously engaged with schemes such
as the SFI to promote sustainability, biodiversity, and environmental recovery in the areas that they farm.
However, the lack of consistency and clarity in Government policy is severely undermining participation.
Constant changes in direction inevitably deter commitment, and in doing so, jeopardise both environmental
objectives and the long-term viability of rural enterprise.

It must be recognised that the benefits of initiatives such as rewilding and landscape recovery are not immediate.
These are, by their very nature, long-term commitments. Funding mechanisms and policy frameworks must
therefore be designed with this in mind and provide consistent support that reflects the timescales required for
meaningful change. With the 2030 environmental targets getting closer, the recent changes to these schemes
mean that the likelihood of reaching these environmental goals are decreasing.

In March I called an emergency meeting in response to the closure of the SFI, and it was clear to me that trust
in the Government from our farming community is at an all-time low. Many are considering withdrawing from
the SFI completely and will not consider the new offer once introduced — rather, they will plough up the areas
that are in a scheme to try and make a return.
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At the meeting farmers also gave their suggestions as to how to make the SFI more ‘user-friendly’ moving
forward. Please see below:

e Simplifications of schemes into a single framework which centres around one long term goal that
farmers can prepare for and support.

e  Applications cannot be backdated, but can they be forward dated so that farmers can plan longer term?

e Place a cap on the proportion of land a single farm can enter into the SFI. There is concern locally that
allowing entire farms to be enrolled into a scheme may inadvertently threaten domestic food production
and rural employment. '

As a final point, the impact that these policy changes are having on our local farmers should not be
underestimated. Since the Government announced the cap on APR in the Autumn Budget, I have heard time
and time again about the stress and worry that this is causing our farming community. Last week I met with the
Rural Chaplain for Suffolk, Graham Miles, who is supporting countless farming families in Suffolk who are
suffering a bereavement, though suicide, because of this policy. Farmers simply want to save their family farms
and pass them on to the next generation.

At a time when trust and confidence in the Government from the farming community is at an all-time low, and
mental health support for farmers has been cut, I hope that you will take into consideration the above points and
provide clarity to my farmers in South Suffolk.

I would be more than happy to meet with you to discuss these points directly.

Yours sincerely,

-Member of Parliament for South Suffolk
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